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JToi cover, : the /ties of this Bureau contain the ;.AA;' 
following information concerning Elltngion developed during 
the course of other security-type investigations* r* 
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tfay 1-?, 1933, issue of the "Daily torker", 'an 
east coast Communist newspaper, contained an arttcle captioned 
% *ttarlem Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Piece, " This article 
' lie ted. Duke Ellington among the prominent endorsers of the 
first A 11- Harlem Youth Conference which was to oonvene on ; 

May 13, 1938, in New York City • The All-Harlem Youth 
P \ x \j Conference has been described as " among the more conspicuous 
\>s/ Communiet^front groupe in the Racial— outclass if icati on” by 

the California Committee on Un-American Activities in a report 
X?| ioeued by that group in 1948 (pages VS and 95), ••-ya- 
A"'' • • ( 61-7563 -60X5 ) ".*V 

The "West Coast Volunteer" for June and July, 7941, 
a monthly news bulletin published by*tho Nenry Eaton Post of 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade at Los Angies, Calif orni d, refloote 
that the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans of the Abraham " 
Lincoln Brigade on July 26, 1941, gave a barn dance to raise 
funds • The publication related that Duke Ellington had 
appeared at the dance wi th a portion of hie band. The Veteran s'/ 
of the Abraham Ltncoln Brigade has been cited by the Attorney 's\' 
Central of the United States ae within 
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Slltngton appeared on a list of thefommittee of Sponsors 
for a dinner given at Cto*s Restaurant, Hollywood, California, 
on November 10, 1941 • The dinner was given under the auspices 
of the Amerioan Committee to Save Refugees,' the Exiled A 

Writers* Committee, and the United Arne ri can-Span ish Aid ' 
Committee, The American Committee to Save Refugees has been 
cited 08 a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un- 

the \\ S* 


_ Awcrican Activiti es in a report dated March 29', 1944; 

' f So&3#SS*.» 
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Exiled Writers* Committee has been dee or i bed by the California 
Committee on Un-Amur (can Activities in its 1940 report ar f 
A Aotablished by the Cosmuntst League of American Writers to 
h bolster the Communist front, American Committee to Save - V 
Refugees * The Exiled Writers 9 Committee worked with other 
Communist fronts in the Spanish Conmuntst refugee educations " 
and, the United Amert can- Spanish Aid Committee has been cited 
by the Attorney General of the United States as wtthtn the 
purview of Executive Order 9635. ( 100-7061-115) J 

a The 1944 report of the Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Bouse of Representatives, which 
described the Artists 1 Front to Wtn the tar as a Conmuntst 
front, listed Luke Ellington as a sponsor of that organisation . 
; at the t<*s* of its debut at a mass mseting at Carnegie Ball 
In Sew Fork City, on October 16, 1942 * 

r __ ' {61-7582-1290, p576) ‘ 

;--T : The June 23, 1943, issue of the "fail y Worker" •:••• 

contained an article capti on§d n Eegro Tribute to Bit Back at 
Axis Plot Sere." Thts article related that Luke Ellington,, 
among others , was to appear at a program to be held on 
June 27, 1943, designated as a " Tribute to Negro Servicemen *" 
The article stated that the program sat. to be supported by 
the Negro Labor Victory Committee and the National Negro 
Congress, among other organisations * flotfi ths a f or t-uen Honed 
organleat ions have been ctted by the Attorney General of the 
United States as Communist within the purview of Executive 

- ' V.%: ; (G1-6728-A) A;;— V , 

The October 7, 1943, issue of the "Dally Worker" 
contAned an article captioned "Civic Leaders Endorss Lavis*" 
According to thts article Luke Ellington, among others, 
was -to appear at the Golden Gate Ballroom on October 24,' 

1943, In a Lavis Victory Show n to pay tribute to Benjamin J * 
Davis, Jr*, Communist Party oandidats for ihs City Council of 
October 10, 1943, issue of the "Daily Worker ", 

• . a ** article captioned "Ben Davie Candidacy Arousee Nati onal 

r WS **“* "nl tho/StlTtng 

Benjamin J* David, Jr., for City Council* It is to be noted • 
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,/that ' Ben jamin J* Davis, Jr*, New Tort City Councilman, teas 
among the National Board rck here of the Commun it t Party 
ftonvtcted tn United States District Court, New Tork, New 
*° r *» V oi elating the Smi th Net. /ioo-149163-A) :y/ M /C 

* '* • ‘• r -■ . ' • • ■" f ■■■■■■ • 

'-v Information teas received from a feltable source 
tn January, 1944, that Duke £1 ling ton had mailed out t 
approximately 1500 letters on behalf of the National ; - : 
Committee to Abolteh the Poll Tax and that the Committee 
had been receiotng money from people Ellington contacted . 
the National Committee to Abolteh the Poll Tax has been 
cited by the California Committee on Un-American Activiti ee 
in their 1947 report as "among the Communist- front organisations 
for racial agitation " which also serve ae "money-collecting 

media." p. ( 100-11507-204 , page 10) > . T •' ; ; 

It has been reliabiy reported that tn a " report of 
the National Board " presented by one Serb Signer at the 
American Touth for Democracy National Convention, June 13- 
16, 1946, held in New fork. New lork, the following was 
presented* "The New York * Tribute to Fate taller 1 at 
Carnegie Hall in April, 1944, sponsored by American Touth for 
Democracy, turned into a tremendous. Spontaneous demons trot i on 
of inter— racial unity*' Among those who joined with American 

Touth for Democracy tn thts event were Duke Ellington -and 1 

others to° numerous to mention *" American Touth for Democracy 
has been cited by the Attorney General of the United States 
as Communist within the purview of Sxecutive Order 9635 * 

(61-777-742, p4l) 

On May 14, 1944, according to o feltable source 
a concert was held at Carnegie Hall, New York City, under the 
sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refuges Committee* *<■' 

Duke- Ellington was said to have volunteered his professional 
services for thts concert whtch was reportedly attended by 
2000 persons* The Joint Anti-Fasctst Refugee Committee has ’ 
been cited by the Attorney General of the United States as 
Communist within the purview of Executive Order 9035 * 

> ■ , • ■ * r ' , . (100-7061-631 pSO) - -v 

The " Daily Worker " of August 7, 1944, in an article 
captioned Stars Lead Coast Democratic Committee", reflected 
that Bandmaster-Composer Duke Ellington was a member ef the 
Executive Board of the Bollywood Democratic Committee* The 
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• /Bollywood Democratic Committee has been cited by the California \ 
/"Committee on Un -American Activities An a report tesued in ■; 

- . ; 2948, as a Communist front. (ioo-236754-A) '. 

= ^ Tft« January 2, 1946, issue of the "Daily Worker" / . 

.. contained an article captioned " Tug oe lac Belief Opene 1946 
.' Drive*", This article stated that the American Committee for 
Tug oelav BeJLlef had opened ite 1946 activities with a Town « 

Call benefit, ^concert, which concert was sponsored by Duke V? •'• 
/Eiltngton among others* The Anertcan Committee for Yugoslav ,7 
Belief , Incorporated has been cited by the Attorney General 
~ 'of the United States as Communist within the purview of ' -v. 

v„ '• Executive Order 9036* ■.: ■£ (i00-212169-A) : • 

i fv',. . According to af reliable e our oe Duke Ellington was. 

;>■ ■•■'; • ejected to the Board of Directors of the Independent Citieene 

Committee of the Arte, Sciences , and Professions, Incorporated' ; 
at the annual membership meeting of that organisation held 
at the Alvin Theater, Mew Tork City, on February 10, 1946* 

The Independent Gitiaens Committee of the Arts , Sciences,, 
and Professions has been cited as a Communist front by the 
: Congresst onal Committee on Un-American Activities In' a report 

. issued by that group on April 26, 1961, and in othersf , v v 

•' . ^ (100-338892-45 page 6) -- 

-•.K r ' : ^ : The " Brooklyn Eagle", a Mew lory city publication, 

on Jay 5, 1947, contained an article concerning a bazaar j/f- 
which had opened on May 4 , 1947, sponsored by the Matt ondl ' 

Council of American-Soviet Friendship * According to "this * 

article the Bazaar opened with a variety concert starring Duke 
Ellington among others • The Mat tonal Council of American- 
Sovi et Friendship has been cited by the Attorney General of 
the United States as Communist within the purview of Executive 

■ . (ioo-i469$4-i3oip'i7) ■ ■ j/'."' 


.Ji^yy k . y ' i ; :i A Mew York City publication "The Mew Deader" teens 
/of September 30, 1950, contained a feature article by Duke 
Ellington captioned "Mo Bed Sonfje For Me"*' In a forward to 
this article the editors of the afors-menttoned publication 
stated that the "Daily Worker" tn tte May 27, 1950, issue, 
and again in issues dated August 25, and August 27, 1950, 
published stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the 
Stockholm Peace Petition* The forward continued that when 
Ellington returned from a European tour he immediately 
repudiated the stories printed by the M Daily Sorker n , and had 
authored the article following as a further repudiati on* 
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In Ellington's article he stated that during a stay in - 

Jt Stockholm, Sweden, in the course of a European tour, he had . 
been approached by an individual who request id that he, -4 : 
Ellington, sign a paper indicating opposition to the at on ■ f ,/v . 
bomb, Ellington denied stgning the paper and stated that ' 
the individual had departed • Be eontinuee by stating that 
when he arrived back in the United States people began telling 
him that the "Daily Worker " had written a etory about hie 
having signed a Communist petition whereupon he immediately 
sent a wire demanding that hie name be removed from the 
petition and threatening a legal euit tf thte was not done . 

Be stated that apparently hie telegram hadn't had buc& ^ 
effect and he woe taking thte opportunity in fThe Mew Deader" , 
to otate that unlees his name was removed from the so-called 
", Stockholm Petitions" within 43 hours after publication of 
the statement, he, Ellington, would authorise his attorney 
to begin legal proceedings against those who were "trytng to 
. defame my name and reputation In thte article Elltngton 
further stated "I've never been interested in politics in 
my whole life, and don't pretend to Jknov anything about 
international affairs , The only 'Communism 1 I know to that 
of Jesue Chrtet , I don't know anyother Be further stated 
that during the last war he had helped eell bonds for the 
purpose of defeating Germany, Japan and Italy, and in the . . 
event of another war he would help eell bonds to defeat whs- ■ 
•ver is then America's enemy. ( 10 o-370500-A) 

* The foregoing information tf being furnished as the 

' result of your request for an FBI file check only and is not 
to be construed as a clearance or nonclearanoe of the 
individual Involved* It te being furnished for your 
confidential information and t§ not to be disseminated 
outside of your department « 
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However, the files of this Bureau contain the 
following infomation concerning Ellington developed during 
the course of other socurlty-type Investigational 
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The Kay 12, 1933, lsoueof the "Bally Worker," an 
cast coast Cocznunlst newspaper, contained an article captioned 
"Harlon Youth Parley Rallies far Jobs, Peace*" This article 
listed Didos Ellington snong the prominent endorsers of the 
first All-4larl©n Youth Conference which was to convene on 
Kay 13, 1930, In Row York City,! The All-Karlen Youth 
Conference has been described fen "among the more conspicuous 
Communist—: front groups In the Racial— -—sub class if lection by 
^ftthc California Corooittoe on Uh-Anorican Activities In a report 
^Sieoucd by that group ^ *** ^ * * 

^ The "West Coast Volunteer" for June and July, 19?; 1, 


non t lily nows bulletin published by the Henry I ‘at on Post of 

7 _ - « * . • . * a. ^ ■- - *■ * ■** * - 


Y2 qq reflected that the Hollywood Chapter of ~~ — — -- — 

- AbroJuua Lincoln Brigade on July 26. 19U. £av© a bam dance to 
raise funds* Tlie publication related that Duke Ellington had 
appeared at the dance with a portion of his band*./ The Veterans 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been cited by the Attorney 
General of the United States as within the purview of 
Exocutlv. Order x&k (100 _ 7060 _ 9 #%- 
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- A confidential source tfio has furnished reliable , v 
information in the past advised that the naac of Dulse , 

Ellington appeared on a list of the Connittee of Sponsors 
for a dinner given at Ciro’a Restaurant* Hollywood* California* 
an Eovetaber 10* 19^;^U The dinner y&s given under the auspices 
of the American Coexaittee to Save Refugees* the Exiled 
Writers * Comlttee* and the United AsericarnBpcinish Aid 
Corral ttee # > Tho American Committee to Save Refugees has been v ' 
cited as a Comuniat front by the Special Corcnittee on Un- 
Anoriean Activities in ft report dated Kerch 29* 1944; the 
Exiled Writers* Comittee has been described by the California 
Cocrdfctee on Tki- American Activities in its 1943 report as 
•established by the Coraamist League of American Writers to 
bolster the Cormaniat front* American Connittee to Save 
Refugees* The Exiled Writers* Cocsnittee worked with othor 
Comuniat fronts in the Spanish Cosrxunist refugee education;* 
and, the United Araorlcan^Spaniah Aid Canr&ttee has been cited 
by the Attorney General of the Waited Staten an .vitliin the 
purview of Executive Order 1C4S5# (100-7^1-1x5 J 

■ "* •••-*• «- «s- -• ■ . 

The 1944 report of the Special C cmitte« on 
Un-Araericen Activities* House of Representatives* which 
described the Artists* Front to Win the War as a Conrnist 
front* listed Duke Ellington as ft sponsor of that organisation* 
at the tine of its debut at ft nass nesting at Carnegie Hall* 
la tow York City, }*&(,) 

The Jbne 23* 1943* issue of the "Daily Worker" 
contained an article captioned "Hegro Tribute to Hit Back at < 
Axis Plot Hex*©** This article related that Duke Ellington* 


The article stated that the program was to be supporter by 
tec Hec-ro Labor Victory Coraoittee and the Rational Begro 
Congress* araong other organizations* Both the afore-aen.tioned 
organisations have boon cited by the Attorney General of the 
United States as Coranunist within the purview of Executive 
Order 2C4#« ... (61-6728-Al ^ 
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Y3» October 7# 1943* l&am of ths "Daily Worker"; 
contained «& article captioned "Civie leader# Endorse Davis#" 
According to this article Duke Ellington# earns others, 
was to appear at the Golden Gate Ballroom on October 24# 

1S43* in a "Davis Victory Show" to nay tribute to Benjamin J, 
Pavia. J*.# Ccnnuaiet Party candidate for the City Council of 
Sew York# The October 10, 1943# issue of the "tally Worker," 
in an article captioned "Bon Davie Candidacy Arouses national 
latcroat," related that Puke Ellington was arsons those backing 
Benjamin J* Pavia, *%# for City Council# It ie to be noted 
that Benjamin J« Davis, Jr«, Sew York City Councilman, was 
•zaong the National Board members of the Cocnoniet Party K 
convicted in ttoited States district Cotart, Hew Yoric, Sew 
York, of violating the Smith Act* (100-149163-A) * y/- 


Information was roceived fren a confidential source 
1&0 has furnished reliable information in the past that in 
January, 1944, Puke Ellington had nailed out approximately 
1500 letters on behalf of the Hctional Coisaittoe to Abolish 
the Poll Tax and tliat the Cocnittoe had been receiving money 
f ran the people Ellington contacted. The national Coriiaittee 
to Abolish the Poll Tax has been eitod by the California 
Comlttee on TtoWtoorioan Activities in their 1947 report as 
"among the Connunist-front organisations far racial agitation 

***>.**> 

According to a source Who has furaiflhod reliable 
information in the past, in a "report of the national Board 
presented by one Herb Signor at the American Youth for ; 
Democracy national Convention, Juno 13-16* 194® # bold in 
How York, Hew York, the following was presented* "The Hew 
York •Tribute to Pats Wall or » at Carnegie Hall in April, 1944# 
sponsored by American Youth for Democracy, turned into a - 
treme n dous, spontaneous demonstration of inter— racial unity# 
Among those who Joined with American Youth for Democracy in 
t'lis event wore Puke Ellingto n— ■——e nd others too numerous to 
mention# * American Youth for Democracy has been cited bj 
the Attorney General of the Chi ted States as Conaunist within 
the purview of Executive Order 104^0# _ . 

(61-777-642, P.41) r ' 
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On May 14# 1944# according to a confidential source 
idio has furnished reliable information In the past, a concert 


was held at Carnegie Hall, Bow York City, wider the sponsor- 
ship of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Corsaittoe. *Hdcc 
Ellington was said to have volunteered his professional 
services for this concert which was reportedly attended fay 


2,000 persons* The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Coraiittee has 
been cited by tho Attorney General of the Uhltod States as 
CoBsmmiot within Exo|g^ive Order 10453# ■“ 

The “Daily Worker* of August 7# 1944# in an article 
captioned “Stars Lead Coast Democratic Committee," reflected 
* ' that Bandaastsr-Coaposer Duke Ellington was a neober of the 
Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Coord tteo, The 
Hollywood Democratic Cocsaltteo has been cited by the California 
Commit too on Hm-Anoriean Activities in a report issued in 
19W, u • Coaaualst rront. x . 

The January 2, 1946# issue of the “Daily Worker" 
contained an article captioned "Yugoslav Relief Opens 1946 
Drive. " This article staged tSiat the A-aerIccn Cocnittoe far 
Yugoslav Relief had opened its 1?4& activities with a Town 
Rail benefit concert, vhiefa concert was sponsored by Duke 
Ellington among others# The American Committee for Yugoslav * 
Relief, incorporated has been cited by the Attorney General 
of the Halted States as Connuniat within the purview of 
. Ex««tivo Ora«r 10U50, (xoo-amfrj-A) ' ■ ' 

According to a confidential source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past Duke Ellington was elected 
to the Board of Directors of the Independent Citizens 
, • Cotrsaittee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, Incorporated, 
at^the annual raeabership mooting of that organization held 
at the Alvin Theater, Kew York City, on February 10, 1946, 

The Independent Citizens Comittee of the Arts, Sciences, and 
/Professions has boon oited as a Communist front by the 
Congressional Cacsraittcc on Hn-Arsorican Activities in a report 
issued by that group on April 2$ $ 19^1, and in others, 

j; '-; ' . ' ? (100-338892-45 P. 8) ' ' /' - 
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Eagle* 


a Hew York City publication, 

bazaar 


nsjLjn 

itainod an article concerning a 


The "Brookl: 

on Kay 5* 1947* ©oat 

which had opened on Bay 4# 1947# sponsored by the Hational 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship* According to this . 
article the bazaar opened with a variety concert starring 
Duke Ellington among others* The Hational Council of Anerican- 
Soviet Friendship has been cited by the Attorney General of 
the Chited States as Cttnmmiat within the purview of Executive 

Onter W!,sa. ■ ■: ' ; - ^ ^ , fa - W ^fa lf , ,) 

A Sew York City publication "The Sow Leader* issue 
of September 30, 1950, contained a feature article by Duke . 
Ellington captioned "So Hod Songs For Be*" In a forward to 
this article the editors of the afore-mentioned publication 
stated that the "Daily Worker* in its Kay 27, 1950, Issue, 
and again in issues dated August 2$, and August 27, 1950, 
published stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the 
Stockholm Peace Petition* The forward continued that when 
Ellington returned frees a European tour he immediately 
repudiated the stories printed by the "Daily Worker,* srd had 
authored the article following as A farther repudiation. 

In Slllng ton* a article he stated that during a stay in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in the course of a European tour, hs had 

r an individual who requested that ho, 
paper indicating opposition to the atom 
denied signing the paper and stated that . 
the individual bad departed* Ho continues by stating that 
when he arrived back in the Uni tod States people began telling 
him that the "Daily Worker" had written a story about his 
having signed a Cccnunist petition whereupon he iiaacd lately 
Sent a wire demanding that his name be removed free the 
petition and threatening a legal suit if this was rot done* 

Be stated that apparently his telegram hadn't had such 
effect and he was taking this opportunity in "The Hew Leader* 
to state that unless his nano was removed free the so-called 
"Stockholm Petitions" within 48 hours after publication of 
the statement, he, filling t on, would authorize his attorney 
to bogin legal proceedings against those who were "trying to 
defame my name and reputation." In this article Ellington . 
further stated "I've never been Interested in politics in 
ay whole life, and don't pretend to know anything about , 
international affairs* The only 'Concunlsa* I know is that 
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of Jesu a Christ* I don’t know any other*" .He further stated 
that during the last var ho had helped sell hoods for the 
purpose of defeating Germany, Japan and Italy, and in the •• 
event of another var be would help sell bonds to defeat who* 

. ; ever is then America* a enemy* . (62-60527-3351j. 9) i 

* She foregoing Information is furnished to you as 

a result of your request for an FBI file check and is not 
to be construed as a clearance or a none le trance of the in- 
dividual involved* Shis information is furnished for your 
use and should not be disseminated outside of your agency* 
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As indicated in Paris routing slip dated 1/6/61. 
data contained in relet was fumiRh^ 
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On 3/lO/6l advised that 

•the subject stayed at the Hotel de la Tremoille, lij. rue de 
la Tremoille, Paris 8, ll/2l/60 - 1/7/61. He was in Prance 
to direct the orchestration of the film ’'Paris Blues", which 
t^ras • being made at the motion picture studios located in 
Boulogne-sur- Seine, France, for the Jason Monica Corp. and 
Associated Artists, 25 rue d’Astorg, Paris 8. /He did not 
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Ellington has never been investigated by this Pureattj 
however, the files of this Bureau contain the following inf or- 
nation t 
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TA« j9uA2fp^1;i<*to Biography, n in 1941 con- 
tained a reflected he e %as horn on 

April 29, 1699, D fn'faq$ifVton J .5, j C^ ! a nd that A^k'ad o»« sow, 
Mercer Slltngton^wh^^pp^iitendinsrHhe Juilliafd' School of 

Music in Mew York, Mew Iorki‘ jr " ' ■■• ! \ • 
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tat newspaper, contained an orticie^captiont f: Ha rlem Youth 


Tolson — 
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sn article'''^ options 

Parley Balliei-f or Joke, -Pmace+f— -The article ' reflected that the 
first 1 All Barlen Youth Conference would convene jb'h May 13, 1936 , 
Duke Ellington was;: listed as one of the prominent endorsers of ., 
the conference « Jto connect ion with the All Barlem Youth Con-- 
ferenoe, the 1948 Report of the California Committee on * v' . 
Un-American Activities reflected t "Mothing more plainly 


reveals the fraud and dishonesty of the Communists than the 
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sinister sttrrtng of antagonisms 9f one racial group against 
another ••••• Among the more conspicuous Communist* front groups 
tn the Racial 0 »» subclass tficattpn, 0 0 (is) All Harlem Youth 
Conference, " (61*7563-60X6) 

The June-July, 1941 , issue of the " West Coast 
Volunteer, " a publication Of the Henry Eaton Poet of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, California, reflected 
that on July 26, 2941, the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade had gtven a barn dance to i*aise 
funds , The article reflected that Duke Ellington had appeared 
at the dance. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has 
been designated b$==the— Artie ThlTf~t/en e ral pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 . (100-7060-97 page 4) ' 

On November 10, 1941, a dinner was given at Ctro , s 
Restaurant, Hollywood, California, under the auspices of the 
American Committee to Save Refugees, the Exiled Writers 
Committee, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee, 

The program for the dinner listed one Duke Ellington as being 
on the Committee of Sponsors for the dtnner. The American 
Committee to Save Refugees was cited as a communist front by 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report 
dated 1/arch 29, 1944, The California Committee on Un-American 
Activities in 1946 described the Exiled Writers Committee as 
an organisation established by the communist League of American 
Writers to bolster the communist front, the American Committee 
to Save Refugees, The Exiled Writers Committee was further 
reported as having worked with other communist fronts and tn 
1942 merged • tnto the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, The 
United American Spantsh Aid Committee has been designated 
t&e-At4&rney Ceaep aj pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
(100-7061-115) "- 1 

The report of the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives , published 
in 1944, reflected that the Artists * front to Win the War 
made its debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Hall, New York, 

Mew York, on October 16, 1942, Exhibit Number 1, set out tn the 
report , which appears to be a program of the above-described 
mass meeting, reflected Duke Ellington as one of the sponsors, 
Ths Artists 1 Front to Yin the War was cited as a communist front 
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities tn a report 
dated March 29, 1944, (61-7582-1296 page 576) 
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On June 23, 2943 , the "Datly Worker" contained an 
article captioned m Negro Trtbute to Sit Back at Axis Blot Sere" 
whtch reflected that a "Tribute to. Megro Servicemen " was to be 
held on June 27, 1943, In Sew To rtf Sew York - The article 
reflected Duke Slltngton was one of the arttsts who would be 
presented - The tribute was supported by the Segro Labor Victory 
Committee and the Sational Segro Congress among other organi- 
sations • The Segro Labor Victory Committee and the Sational 
Segro Congress have been designated bv-t hr- Att orn ey Centra l, 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450 - (61-6728-A) 


On October 7, 1943 , the "Daily Worker" contained 
an article captioned "Civtc Leaders Endorse Davis-" The 
article concerned Benjamtn J - Davis, Jr-, the Communist Party 
candidate for city councilman tn Sew York Ctty- The arttcle 
reflected a " Davis Victory Show" was to be htld on October 24, 
1943, at the Golden Gate Ballroom in Sew York, Sew York- 
Duke Ellington was mentioned as one of the artists "who will 
pay tribute to the Communist leader-" On October 10, 1943, 

" The Worker," the Sunday edition of the " Datly Worker con- 
tained an article captioned "Best Davis Candidacy Arouses Sat*l 
Interest-" The article reflected: "From the world of art 

this week came backing from--, Duke Ellington----" (iqo-149163-A) 


A confidential informant stho has furnished reliable 
information in the past , advised in 1944, that Duke Ellington 
had mailed out approximately 1500 letters on behalf of the 
National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tar and that the 
committee had been receiving money from the people he had 
contacted- The California Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1947 described the Sational Committee to Abolish the Poll 


Tax as being among the communist front organisations for racial 
agitation whtch als^serve^a^^noney-collecting medta-" i ~ Un i 

(100 -11507-204 /VHHBBHHp ^ D f* 

At the national convention of the Am rtcan Youth for 
Democracy held in Sew York, Sew York , tn 1946 , the report of 
the Sational Board was presented on June 15, 1946 • The report, 
in reviewing activities of the American Youth for Democracy, 
reflected that the "Tribute to Fats Waller" held at Carnegie 
Mall, Sew York, Sew York, tn April, 1944, had been sponsored 
by the American Youth for Democracy- The report stated that 




the meeting had turned into m " tremendous , spontaneous demonstra- 
tion of inter-racial unity,* The report further reflected that 
Duke Ellington was among those individuals who Joined with the 
American Touth for Democracy in thts event , The American Touth 
for Democracy has been designated My the Atto rney - C e nt ral 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450 • (61-777-742-page 4l) 

A confidential informant who has furnished reltable 
information tn the past, advised in 1944 that on May 14 , 1944 , 
a concert was held at Carnegie Ball tn Mew Tork , Mew fork, under 
the sponsorshtp of the Joint Antt-Taectet Befugee Commtttee, 

The informant advised that Duke Ellington was among the persons 
who volunteered their professional services for the concert. 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Befugee Committee has been designated 

pursuant to Executive Order 10450 , 

( 100-7061-631 ) 

On August 7, 1944 , the " Daily Worker M contained an 
article captioned "Stars Lead Coast Den, Committee ," which 
reflected that bandmaster-composer Duke Ellington was a member 
of the executive board of the Bollywood Democratic Committee, 

The report of the California Committee on Un-American Activities 
tn 1948 described the Bollywood Democratic Committee ae a 
communist front organised tn 1943 , ( 100-138754-A ) 

On January 2, 1946 , the "Daily Worker" contained an 
article captioned "Yugoslav Belief Opens 1946 Drtve •" The 
article reflected that the American Committee for Yugoslav 
Relief opened its 1946 activities with a concert the preceding 
evening in Mew York , Mew York, Duke Ellington was listed as 
one of the sponsors of the concert • The American Committee 
for Yugoslav Belief ', Incorporated , been designated by-^ths 

Attanrney-Genexcl pursuant to Executive Order 10450 , (100-21 24^9 -A) 

On March 11 , 1946 , the "Washington Daily Wewe" 
contained an article captioned "Politicians Eye Ickcs Mew 
Bole of Prophet for 10 Million Tetere," The article reflected 
former Secretary of the Interto r Barold L, Ickes had become 
executive chairman of the Independent Citiaens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions, The article reflected "some 
notable Megro artiste and authors are on his committee*s 

nation board of directors or are vice-chairmen. Among them 

are Duke Ellington, band leader,,,,," The Independent Citizens 
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Committee of the Arts, Sciences , and Professions was cited as 
a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un— Aster icon 
Activities, House Report Humber 1954 . (100-338893-41) 


On May 5, 1947 , the "Brooklyn Eagle," a daily news- 
paper published in Brooklyn , Mew York, reflected that a bazaar 
sponsored by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 
had opened with a variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City 
Center Casino Ballroom, New York, Mew York . The article 
reflected that Duke Ellington was one of the persons starring 
in the concert . The National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship has been designated t^-A^ttpriie.p.Genera 1 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450 . ( 100-146964-1301 page 17) 


on September 30, 1950, " The New Leader," a weekly 
magazine, contained an article captioned "No Red Songs For Me" 
by Duke Ellington . A foreword by the editors indicated that 
the "Daily Worker," on May 27, 1950, had first reported that 
Ellington had signed the Stockholm Peace Petition and that on 
August 25 and 27, 1950 , additional stories had been published 
repeating the same false claim . It was also stated that ■ 
Ellington, upon his return from a European tour , had repudiated 
the allegations . In the article, Ellington denied signing the 
petition and told of Ais efforts to get his name removed . The 
Stockholm. Pence Petition was ” Cited as Communist" by the 
Congressional Committee on Vn-Americcn Activities in o statement 
issued July 13, 1950 . (100-370500-A) 


The foregoing information is furnished as a result 
of your request and is not to be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of i he individual involved . It is furnished for 
your confidential information and is not to be disseminated 
outside of your agencj 
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ATTENTION: SAC." HEW YORK. AND LEGAL ATTACHE/ PARIS ; ^ 

!.•.'••> •?-'* . ; *.- . ' For the information of the Legal Attache, subject was . *; 
never the subject of • main ease file. However, Bureau files 
indicate that [Ellington has had soma affiliation with numerous 
communist front^ groups such as the |A11-Harlem Youth Conference, 
Rniivwnad Chanter of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 


the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, the American Committee to Save Refugees, the Artists 
Front to Win the War and the National Committee to Abolish the ' 
Poll Tax. Furthermore, SI ling ton reportedly volunteered his •. 
professional services for a concert held in 1944 in Carnegie Hall , 
New York, sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. 
He appeared at another concert in 1947 Sponsored by the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship. He also, according to v 
an article in the October 10, 1943# issue of "The Worker, . r : 
sponsored the candidacy of Benjamin J. Da via* 

Party candidate for city councilman in New York. Ellington waa 
born 4/29/99 at Washington, D. jJj 
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Edward Kennedy Ellington K/a Duke 
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1619 Broadway 
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jio investigation pertinent to your inquiry has beeii 
conducted by the FBI concerning the captioned individual. 

However, the files of this Bureau reveal the following 
information which may relate to the subject of your name 
check request. 

On May 12, 1938, the -Daily Worker,* an east coast 
communist newspaper, contained an article captioned harlea 
Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Peace.* The article reflected 
that the first All Harlem Youth Conference would convene on 
May 13, 1938. DukenUll ngton was listed as one of the prominent 
endorsers of the conference. In connection with the All, 

Harlem Youth Conference, the 1948 Report of the California „ 
Committee on Un-\tnerican Activities reflected: "Nothing 

more plainly reveals the fraud and dishonesty of the Communists 
than the sinister stirring of antagonisms of one racial group 

against another Among the more conspicuous Communist-^ 

front groups in the Racial... subclassification... (is) All 
Harlem Youth Conference.* 

(61-7S63-6^C6) june _ July . ml> lssue of the » West Coast 

* Volunteer." a publication of the Henry Eaton Post of the 
-cL Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, California, reflected 
that on July 2 6 t 1941, the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans 
funds, the' article reflected that Duke Ellington had appeared 
at' the dance. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has 
been designated pursuant to Executive Order 1O4S0. 

5^ (100-7060r97 10( i 941 . , dinner was given at Ciro's /V 
^Restaurant, Hollywood. California, under the auspices of the 
Ji*rAmerican Committee to Save Refugees, the Exile Writers 

Committee, and the United American Spanish £id Committee. 

The program for the dinner Listed one Duke Ellingon as_ being 
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Duke Ellington 


on the Committee of Sponsors for the dinner. The American 
Committee to Save Refugees vas cited as a communist front by 
the Special Committee on (In-American Activities in a report ' 
dated March 29. 1944. The California Committee on Un-American 
Activities in 1948 described the Exiled Writers Committee as 
an organization established by the communist League of American 
Writers to bolster the communist front, the American Committee 
to Save Refugees. The Exiled Writers Committee was further 
reported as having worked with other communist fronts and in 
1942 merged into the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The 
United American Spanish Aid Committee has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

(100 7061 ^5 rejM)rt gp ec f a i Committee on Un-American 

Activities, United States House of Representatives, published 
in 1944, reflected that the Artists’ Front to Win the War 
made its debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Hall, New York, 

New York:, on October 16, 1942. Exhibit Number 1, set out in the 
report, which appears to be a program of the above-described 
mass meeting, reflected Duke Ellington as one of the sponsors. 
The Artists* Front to Win the War was cited as a communist front 
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report 
dated March 29 , 1944 . 

(61 7582 j^ 8 jfinl e 21^1943, the "Daily Worker* contained an 
article captioned "Negro Tribute to Hit Back at Axis Plot Here" 
which reflected that a "Tribute to Negro Servicemen" was to be 
held on June 27, 1943, in New York, New York. The article 
reflected Duke Ellington was one or the artists who would be 
presented. The tribute was supported by the Negro Labor Victory 
Committee and the National Negro Congress among other organi- 
zations. The Negro Labor Victory Committee and the National 
Negro Congress have been designated pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 

(61 6728 October 7, 1943. the "Daily Worker" contained 
an article captioned "Civic Leaders Endorse Davis." The ! 
article concerned Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., the Communist Party 
candidate for city councilman in New York City. The article 
reflected a "Davis Victory Show* was to be held on October 24, 
1943, at the Golden Gate Ballroom in New York, New York. 

Duke Ellington was mentioned as one of the artists "who will 
pay tribute to the Communist leader." On October 10, 1943, 

"The Worker," the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker,® con- 
tained an article captioned "Ben Davis Candidacy Arouses Nat 1 
Interest." The article reflected: "From the world of art 

this week came backing f rom. . .Duke Ellington..." 

(100-149163-A) 
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Duke Ellington 


A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised in 1944, that Duke Ellington 
had mailed out approximately 1500 letters on behalf of the 
National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax and that the 
committee had been receiving money from the people he had 
contacted. The California Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1947 described the National Committee to Abolish the Poll 
Tax as being among the communist front organizations for racial 


h^fftionarto^ffi 


"money-collecting media." 


bT. lIM 


agitation wfiic 

(00-11507-204; , 

At the national, convention of the American Youth for 
Democracy held in Nee York, Nee York, in 1946, the report of 
the National Board was presented on June 15, 1946. The report. 

In reviewing activities of the American Youth for Democracy, 
reflected that the "Tribute to Fats Waller* held at Carnegie 
Hall Nee York, New York, in April, 1944, had been sponsored 
by the American Youth for Democracy. The report stated that 
the meeting had turned into a "tremendous, spontaneous demonstra- 
tion 6f inter-racial unity." The report further reflected that 
Duke Ellington was among those individuals who joined with the 
American Youth for Democracy in this event. The American Youth 
for Democracy has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 1045 
(61-777- 742-page 41) 

A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised' in 1944 that on May 14, 1944, 
a concert was held at Carnegie Hall in Nee York, New York, under 
the sponsorship of the’ Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. 

The informant advised that Duke Ellington was among the persons 
who volunteered their professional services for the concert. 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

(100-7061-631) 

On August 7, 1944, the "Daily Worker* contained an 
article captioned "Stars Lead Coast Dea. Committee," which 
reflected that bandmaster-composer Duke Ellington was a member 
of the executive board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

The report of the California Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1948 described the Hollywood Democratic Committee as a 
communist front organized in 1942 
( 100-1 38754-A) 

On January 2, 1946, the "Daily Worker" contained an 
article captioned "Yugoslav Relief Opens 1946 Drive." The 
article reflected that the American Committee for Yugoslav 
Relief opened its 1946 activities with a concert the preceding 
evening in New York, Nee York. Duke Ellington was listed as 
one of the sponsors of the concert. The American Committee 
for Yugoslav Relief, Incorporated, has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

(100-212169-A) 
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On March 11, 1946, the "Washington Daily News" 
contained an article captioned "Politicians Eye Ickes New 
Role of Prophet for 10 Million Voters." The article reflected 
former Secretary of the Interior Harold Tj. Ickes had becone 
executive chairman of the Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions. The article reflected "some 
notable Negro artists and authors are on his committee's 

nation board of directors or are vice-chairmen, .... Among them 

are Duke Ellington, band leader,...." The Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was cited as 
a communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report Number 1954. 

(100-338892-41) 

On May 5, 1947. the 'Brooklyn Eagle," a daily news- 
paper published in Brooklyn, £e t York, reflected that -e "bazaar 
sponsored by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 
had opened with a variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City 
Center Casino Ballroom, New York, New York. The article 
reflected that Duke Ellington was one of the persons starring 
in the concert. The National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


(1 00-146964-1^0 lt^ajlr 1950 ^ »xhe Leader," a weekly 

magazine, contained an article captioned "No Rea Songs For Me 
by Duke Ellington. A foreword by the editors indicated that 
the "Daily Worker," on May 27. 1950, had first reported that 
Ellington had signed the Stockholm Peace Petition and That 
August 25 and 27, 1950, additional stories had been published 
repeating the same false claim. It was also stated that 
Ellington, upon his return from a European tour, had repudiated 
the allegations. In the article, Ellington denied signing the 
petition and told of his efforts to get his name removed. The 
Stockholm Peace Petition was "Cited as Communist" by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities in a statement 
issued July 13, 1950. 

(100-370500-A) 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The vvhlte House 
Washington, D. C. 


pECLASSIPIZSsBY ^ ( tjJZibf//**' 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: '■ , 

W — . Y /*>!, ». ■ ■ y .j jX 

Set forth herein data relating to a number of 
entertainers which may be of interest to you. 

The central files of the FBI reveal no pertinent 
^erc^or^^orm^io^once^in^h^^lboro Vermont Orchestra 

The 

of no arrest data identi- 

fiable v/ i^mm| based upon background information, available;. 

. Attached are separate memoranda regarding the Fiober* 


^ co aa Joffrey Ballet Company, Mitch Miller Men's Chorus and the following 
z ^ 1 individuals: 




fai* 


A copy of this communication has not been sent to the 
Attorney General. ."This letter of transmittal may be declassified vw. 
the enclosure's bearing a classification are removed. * ' 

&/S ' ,,v- /’ 

v J'y. Sincerely yours, \f — - -■ 
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DUKE^ELLINGTON S 4C W /tffi#/ 


A summary memorandum containing information 
from our files regarding/captioned individual was furnished to the 
White House on May 267 1965. 

Since that time, information has been received that 
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman, Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program sponsored by the 
United Ministers on the Texas Southern University campus in October, 
1966. Forman was to apeak on the theme, "Black Power: A New 
Religion?" 

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with Duke Ellington based 
upon background information submitted in connection with this name 
check request. 


all information contained 

herein is unclassified 
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December 31, 1969 


EDWARD KENNEDY ELLINGTON /L^ ^ / 

Also Known As: ’PUKE* ( 

Born: April 29, 1899 

Washington, D. C. 


In response to your name check request, refer to m 
summary memorandum captioned "Duke Ellington, " dated Kay 22, 

1964, and sent to State (CU/CP) on March 30, 1966. (100-434443-3) 

Since that time, information has been received that 
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman, 

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program 
sponsored by the United Ministers on the Texas Southern University 
campus in October, 1966. Forman was to speak on the theme, 

"Black Power: A New Religion?" ( 100 - 434443 - 4 ) 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. This reply is result of check 
of FBI investigative files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division. 
Fingerprints are necessary for positive check. 
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Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Washington, d. c. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

_ „ ..... HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Mr. Butterfield. DATE^2 &_ VtaMmuA 


^ 1 1 m \ 1 1 o uitJLnooiriLD 

Dear Mr. Butterfield. DAT E Z&0& ft tynm*,/* 

Reference is made to your name chedk request 
concerning Edward Kennedy (Duke) Ellington and some other 
Individuals. 

Enclosed are separate memoranda concerning 
the following individuals: 

: ■ - O ' - - • — - 

Edward Kfiimsdy. (Duke).. Ellington 
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Sincerply yours, 

me u 

EX-115 


To) son — 
DeLooch . 
Walters — 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan 
Conrad — 

Felt 

Gale 

Re sen 

Sullivan - 
Tavel — 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures (sent direct) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

CD Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

ED Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

1 I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CU Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 

agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


ES2' / ^ For your information: s. 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
//jv- - 4 • 
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